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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Aim and purpose: The course aims to introduce students to the contemporary research on the 

role of parties in aggregation of preferences and representation of voters, party competition 

and party systems and their role in the formation and implementation of policy in the EU 

countries. The objective of the course is to develop understanding of the party competition 

and party representation, development and types of the European party systems as well as to 

familiarize students with basic categories and tools for party system analysis. The aim of the 

course is also to explore how parties interact with voters and each other, and how they change 

and adapt to changing circumstance. The course also seeks to familiarize students with 

contemporary developments in party systems in European countries and the role EU has on 

party politics. 

 

Entrance competences: There are no specific requirements. However, it is desirable that 

students are familiarized with basic concepts in comparative politics, especially with regard to 

political parties, electoral systems and systems of government. 

 

Learning outcomes:  

1. acquiring knowledge and understanding of specific European party systems 

2. understanding functions of the party system in democratic regimes 

3. acquiring understanding of basic categories and tools for the analysis of party competition, 

party system and party system change 

4. developing critical thinking about party system functioning, its implications and future 

developments 

5. acquiring knowledge about the most prominent approaches in party system analysis 

6. familiarizing with main authors in the field of party system analysis 

7. development of analytical reasoning (generic) 

8. summarizing arguments and writing analytical reports (generic) 

9. usage of quantitative indicators in description and analysis of the phenomenon (generic) 

 
 

COURSE PROGRAM 

 

 

Meeting 1 

Introduction 
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Meeting 2  

Party competition and party system 
- concept of political supply and demand 

- initial distribution of voters’ preferences and party competition 

- loyalty vs. choice 

- definition of the party system 

- electoral and parliamentary party system 

- what party system is and what party system is not 

 

Luciano Bardi and Peter Mair (2008): The Parameters of Party System; Party Politics 14: pp  

147-166. 

Michael Laver (1997): Private Desires, Political Action: An Invitation to the Politics of  

Rational Choice: Sage Publications; Chapter 6: pp 110-134. 

 

Meeting 3  

Types of party system: criteria and typologies 
- classical typologies of party systems 

- types of party systems with respect to issue dimensions  

- types of party systems in old and new democracies in Europe 

- governmental formulae as the criteria for party systems types 

- number of parties: nominal number of parties; relevant parties; electoral and parliamentary effective number of 

parties 

 

Steven Wolinetz (2006) Party Systems and Party Systems Types, in Handbook of Party  

Politics, R. Katz and W. Crotty (eds), Sage Publications, Chapter 6, pp 51-62 

Peter Mair (1997): Party System Change: Approaches and Interpretation: Oxford University  

Press; Chapter 9: pp 199-223 

Arend Lijphart (1994): Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in  

Thirty-Six Countries, Yale University Press, Chapter 5, pp 62-89 

 

Meeting 4  

Long-term loyalty 1: Cleavages and party competition  
- social foundations of party systems and party competition 

- cleavage theories: variants, criticism 

- empirical operationalization: how to measure cleavages 

- cleavage configurations as determinants of party competition 

- cleavage as dimension of identification vs. cleavage as dimension of competition  

 

Hanspeter Kriesi (1998): The Transformation of Cleavage Politics; European Journal of  

Political Research 33: pp 165-185. 

Hanspeter Kriesi, Edgar Grande, Romain Lachat, Martin Dolezal, Simon Bornschier  

Timeoteos Frey (2006): Globalization and the Transformation of National Political 

Space: Six European Countries Compared; European Journal of Political Research 

45: pp 921-956. 

Stefano Bartolini and Peter Mair (2007) [1990]: Identity, Competition and Electoral  

Availibility, ECPR Press, Chapter 9, pp 197-229. 

 

Meeting 5  

Long-term loyalty 2: Party identification and party competition 
- party identification – history and meaning of the concept 

- measuring party identification 

- determinants and consequences of party identification 

- party identification and party competition 

 



Frode Berglund, Sören Holmberg, Hermann Schmitt and Jacques Thomassen (2005): Party  

Identification and Party Choice in J. Thomassen (ed.), The European Voter: Oxford 

University Press, Chapter 5: pp 105-123. 

Russell Dalton and Steven Weldon (2007): Partisanship and Party System Institutionalization,  

Party Politics 13, pp 179-196. 

 

Meeting 6  

Left-right and party competition 
- left-right scheme in empirical political science 

- ideological determinants of the left and right 

- dimensions of competition behind left and right 

- left-right dimension, partisan strategies and voting behaviour 

- the meaning and measures of polarization 

 

Detlef Jahn (2011): Conceptualizing Left and Right in Comparative Politics: Towards a  

Deductive Approach; Party Politics 17: 745-765. 

Oddbjorn Knutsen (1995): Value Orientations, Political Conflicts and Left-Right  

Identification: A Comparative Study; European Journal of Political Research 28: pp 

63–93. 

Russel Dalton (2008): The Quantity and the Quality of Party Systems: Party System  

Polarization, Its Measurement, and Its Consequences, Comparative Political Studies 

41: pp 899-920. 

 

Meeting 7  

I mid-term exam: 12 questions, 15 minutes, max. 12 points 

 

Meeting 8   

Party system stability 
- stability of party systems and stability of partisan alternatives 

- volatility as an indicator of party system stability  

- sources of volatility 

- types of volatility: party vs. bloc volatility; supply-side vs. demand-side volatility 

- volatility trends 

 

Stefano Bartolini and Peter Mair (2007) [1990]: Identity, Competition and Electoral  

Availability, ECPR Press, Chapter 1, pp 27-55. 

Eleanor Powell and Joshua Tucker (2013): Revisiting Electoral Volatility in Post-Communist  

Countries: New Data, New Results and New Approaches, British Journal of Political 

Science, September 2013, pp 1 – 25. 

 

Meeting 9 

Effects of institutions on party competition and party system 
- effects of electoral rules on party competition and party strategies 

- electoral thresholds and electoral formulae: reduction and disproportionality effects 

- how parties and voters adapt to institutional opportunity structure 

- party system adaptation and political representation 

 

Arend Lijphart (1990): Electoral Laws & Their Political Consequences, American  

Political Science Review, 84: pp 481-496. 

Arend Lijphart (1995): Electoral Systems and Party Systems: A Study of 27 Democracies:  

Oxford University Press; Chapter 5 and 6: pp 57-94. 

Gary Cox (1997): Making Votes Count: Strategic Coordination in World’s Electoral Systems,  

Cambridge University Press, pp. 13-33. 

http://ppq.sagepub.com/search?author1=Detlef+Jahn&sortspec=date&submit=Submit


Meeting 10  

Strategies of party competition 
- basic model of rational choice applied to party competition 

- strategies of political parties and their environment 

- proximity, directional and mobilization model of voting  

- issues and party competition: positional vs. valence issues; prospective vs. retrospective judgements 

- candidates and party competition 

 

Kaare Strøm, Wolfgang C. Müller (1999): Policy, Office, or Votes? How Political Parties in  

Western Europe Make Hard Choices: Cambridge University Press; Chapter 1: pp 1-35 

Kaare Strom (1990): A Behavioural Theory of Competitive Political Parties; American  

Journal of Political Science 34: pp 565-598.  

Herbert Kitschelt (2000): Linkages Between Citizens and Politicians in Democratic Polities;  

Comparative Political Studies 33: pp 845-879. 

 

Meeting 11  

Party cooperation: theories of coalition and government formation 
- how to solve minority situation in the parliament: majority, coalition and minority governments 

- institutional conditions of coalition formation 

- coalition theories based on payoffs – coalition theories without political dimensionality 

- coalition theories in an ideologically defined space 

- types of coalitions: minimal winning and surplus coalitions   

- the logic of minority governments  

 

Michael Laver (1997): Private Desires, Political Action: An Invitation to the Politics of  

Rational Choice: Sage Publications; Chapter 7: pp 135-152 

Michael Laver, Norman Schofield (1990): Multiparty Government: Ann Arbor University  

Press, pp. 89-143. 

Arend Lijphart (1994): Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in  

Thirty-Six Countries, Yale University Press, Chapter 6, pp 91-115 

 

Meeting 12  

The EU party system 
- party system in the EU and Europeanization of national politics 

- dimensions of party competition in the EU 

- positions of parties and voters towards the EU 

- different structures of competition in the West and East 

 

Gary Marks, Liesbet Hooghe, Moira Nelson, Erica Edwards (2006): Party Competition and  

European Integration in the East and West Different Structure, Same Causality; 

Comparative Political Studies 39: 155-175 

Hermann Schmitt, Jacques Thomassen (2011): The EU Party System after Eastern  

Enlargement; Journal of European Integration 31: pp 569-587 

Milada Vachudova, Liesbeth Hooghe (2009): Post-communist Politics in a Magnetic Field:  

How Transition and EU Accession Structure Party Competition on European 

Integration; Comparative European Politics 7: pp 179-212 

 

Meeting 13  

Party system change 
- measures of party system change 

- factors impacting party system change 

- trends in party system change 

 

http://cps.sagepub.com/search?author1=Gary+Marks&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
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Peter Mair (1997): Party System Change: Approaches and Interpretation: Oxford University  

Press; Chapter 3: pp 45-75. 

Peter Mair (2006): Party Systems Change, in Handbook of Party Politics, R. Katz and W.  

Crotty (eds), Sage Publications, Chapter 7, pp 63-73. 

 

Meeting 14  

II mid-term exam: 12 questions, 15 minutes, max. 12 points 

 
 

STUDY RULES AND CRITERIA OF EVALUATION 

 
Forms of student work and activities that are evaluated for the final grade: 

 

1. class attendance – students are expected to attend both lectures and seminars as well as to read the 

assigned texts prior to each meeting. In order to fulfill conditions for final proof of the course 

attending (signature) a student has to attend 9 out of 12 meetings. This is a necessary condition for the 

right to take written and oral exam.    

 

2. position papers -  during the semester students are expected to write 4 position papers in which they 

comment on the assigned texts and elaborate their questions with regard to the content in the texts. 24 

hours prior to a meeting student should hand in (via intranet, until Sunday at 10.00 the latest) one page 

long position paper. Position paper is recognized if student attends the respective class. Position paper 

grade is calculated as sum of each individual position paper grade divided by 4. This constitutes 15% 

of the final grade. 

  

3. in-class participation – students are expected to discuss in class. The in-class participation grade is 

10% of the final grade. 

  

4. oral presentations – in seminars students are expected to present two cases of European party 

systems (following a common structure of presentation). Each student individually agrees on the 

choice of party systems with the seminar lecturer. Both presentations are graded by a single grade that 

constitutes 15% of the final grade. 

 

5. written assignment – during the semester students are expected to do a written assignment (a short 

analytical essay, cca. 1500-1800 words long) in which they deepen the specific topic related to the 

general topics in the course program. The list of the specific topics will not be provided, but it is 

expected from a student to express own specific interest and propose the topic himself/herself. The 

written assignments are due to the end of the semester and are valued as 20% of the final grade.      

 

6. written exam – a must for the final grade. Students take 30 minutes multiple-choice written exam 

covering content of the assigned texts and lectures. The exam also can be taken as two mid-term 

exams. Pass of the written exam is a precondition for taking the oral exam and brings 15% of the final 

grade.  

 

7. oral exam – covers the same amount of the course content like the written exam and constitutes 

25% of the final grade.  

 

The final grade is therefore calculated according to the formula: 

 

(grade 2. x .15) + (grade 3. x .1) + (grade 4. x .15) + (grade 5. x .2) + (grade 6. x .15) + (grade 7. x .25)



 


